
James Bowie High School of Austin, Texas 
 

Grade 10 Pre-Advanced Placement English Classes at James Bowie High School 
 

The Advanced Placement ProgramÈ Course Description and Teacherôs Guide published by The College Board 
describes a suitable candidate for Advanced Placement English as follows: 

	 ñAcademically talented, imaginative students who read with finesse and write with clarity and style, 
who are curious and responsive to academic risk-taking, and who are not deterred by hard work.ò 

 
With these standards of selection and curriculum in mind, the ninth and tenth grade pre-AP English classes are 
designed to prepare students for the demands of the high school eleventh and twelfth grade college-level Advanced 
Placement courses. 
 
The tenth grade pre-AP English class requires students to complete homework outside of the classroom most 
weeknights (approximately 40-60 minutes), weekends and over holiday breaks.  Slower readers will need even more 
time to complete assignments.  Typical assignments include independent reading and analysis of literature, vocabulary 
and grammar exercises, writing, projects, and research.  In addition, the pre-AP English classes have summer 
reading requirements (see page 2) due the first day of class.  Successful and happy students 
 in the pre-AP English classes excitedly accept the challenges of such a rigorous reading and writing program. 
 
When asked to provide insight to incoming tenth grade Pre-AP students as to the expectations of pre-AP English II, 
students said:  

ñThe focus is on critical analysis of literature, not creative writing.ò 
ñThere is lots of reading and writing homework with strict deadlines, so time management is 
essential.ò   
ñThe pace is very fast.ò   
ñJust anything wonôt do; you have to put real effort into the assignments.ò  
ñThe works studied require abstract analysis of tone, theme, symbolism, structure and style - way 
beyond just understanding plot.ò 
ñMost of the work is done outside of class to prepare to contribute to class discussion.  Lots of 
independent reading at home, and you do have to participate and contribute in class!ò 
ñYou have to think for yourself!  The teacher wonôt do that for you!ò 
ñBe prepared to read a lot!ò 

  
These basic expectations become even more rigorous and challenging in tenth grade pre-AP English. 
 


 Please contact your childôs current English teacher with any questions, comments, or concerns about 
choosing the pre-AP English class for your child.  It is very important that you and your student select 
courses for next year with careful consideration.  June 8th will be the absolute deadline for any student or 
parent to request schedule changes.  This must be done through written communication with the counseling or 
data processing office at Bowie.  After June 8th, requests for level changes(pre-AP to academic)will not be 
considered until a student has been in the class for two weeks.  Such requests will then go to committee 
for review and decision.  It is important that students learn to face challenges and that they understand the 
meaning of commitment. Furthermore, studentsô course selections determine the master schedule, the hiring 
and reassignment of teachers, and the purchase of classroom materials, so we will strictly adhere to these 
deadlines. 

 

 For further information, please go on-line to www.collegeboard.com. 

   

 

   With their signatures on the James Bowie High School Course Contract, 
    parents and students acknowledge their understanding of the
    commitment required to succeed in this course.



James Bowie High School 
English II Pre-AP Sophomore  

Summer Reading Assignment for 2010-2011 
 

If you are seriously interested in being successful in Pre-AP sophomore English, the 
best thing you can do for yourself and your future is to read as much as possible this 
summer. Nothing else will prepare you as effectively as reading. 
 

1. Students will read ONE book from the following list: 
 

Notes from the Underground, Fyodor Dostoyevsky    
Rebecca, Daphne du Maurier       
A Prayer for Owen Meany, John Irving 
The Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolver  
The Counte of Monte Cristo, Alexandre Dumas 
The Captain's Daughter, Alexander Pushkin 
The Good Earth, Pearl S. Buck 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, Jonathan Safran Foer 
The History of Love, Nicole Krauss 

 
You will have an open note and open book timed AP style essay at the end of the first 
week of school. Take organized notes over plot, characterization, setting, symbols, 
themes, motifs, writing style, tone, mood and anything else that seems important.  
The most important thing you can do is to think insightfully about what you are 
reading.  Again, the essay is timed so you need to know the work well; extensive 
notes alone will not help you. Notes should serve as an aid to what you already know. 
Simply reading Cliffnotes or Sparknotes will not help you in any way on an AP style 
essay.        

 
2. Students will also read ANY book of their choice that is over 300 pages long.  

They will have a project concerning this book during the 1st 3 weeks of school. 
Again, take detailed notes; this will help you immensely on your project. 

 
Both the AP style essay and the project will be major grades. It will be impossible to 
do well the first 6 weeks without doing well on these assignments. Help yourself by 
working diligently on both readings this summer.     
 
You will NOT have to turn in any sort of project, journal or collection of annotations 
on the first day of school. Your evaluation will be from the essay and the future 
project concerning the second book of your choice.  
 
Special note for transfer students: For those who are new to Bowie and ENROLL 
during the two weeks prior to the opening of school, see your teacher for an 
alternative due date. 
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